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Essay on the History of the Lithuanian-
Russian State

Liubavskii, Matvei. Ocherk istorii Litovsko-Russkago gosudarstva do
Liublinskoi unii vkliuchitel’'no, 1915.

Discussion of this Source

Matvei Liubavskii was a Russian historian. Pages 119-120 describes Lithuanian-Russian sentiments
towards the Jews in the sixteenth-century and then seeks to explain the the sources of Jewish success

that led to this resentment.
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Pages 119-120

Notes

¢ [])'s observation: Non-Jews were allowed to own land. Land was a measure of wealth, a source of

income and supply of food and clothing.]

¢ Non-Jews did not venture far from their land. They were interested in trade and lease-holding,

but only for local activities.

 Jews were mobile, entrepreneurial and agile. They were willing to move to a remote region to
become an innkeeper (royalty leased taverns to people who operated them) and take on the
risky and unpopular jobs of tax collectors and customs duty assessors/collectors. [JJ Note:
Restrictions placed on Jews favored those Jews with these risk-taking, agile and entrepreneurial
characteristics. These are also the characteristics of wealth creators.]

e The Lithuanian aristocracy lived beyond its means. They needed to borrow against future
income to support their “grand” lifestyle. [J) Note: They were also in a perpetual state of war
against Muscovy and Crimean Cossacks between c1650-c1720.]

e Lithuanian aristocracy borrowed from Jews and then allowed Jews to collect income for the
treasure, in exchange for a percentage of that income. The income streams came from leases
on taverns, customs duties and tax collection.

e Lithuanian aristocracy trusted Jews to keep fair accounting, because Jews knew this was in their

interest. They preferred dealing with Jews.

Russian Text

obs3anunch coobula BbICTaBNATb Ha BoMHY 1000
BCaAHMKOB. HO CKOPO 3Ta NOBMHHOCTbL Oblna
CHATa C HUX, 1 OHK 065a3aHbl ObIAN 3a04HO C
MeLlaHaMMn Tex ropoaoB, rae Xunu, NnaTuTb
0bObIKHOBEHHbIE N Ype3Bbl4alHble No4aTu K
HecTKn BCe BoobLLe NOBUHHOCTW. B XVI Beke
eBpewn 3anoJIOHNAN Yy Tb JIN HE BCe ropoaa
BEJINKOr0 KHAXeCTBa JIMTOBCKOro. ObLMHbI 1X,
nnn “>xnposckne cbopol”, Kpome
YNOMUHABLUMXCS Y>Ke ropoaos, BUAUMbI bbiin B
Hoeropogae, CnoHnme, Mctuborose, Kneuke,
MuHcke, KobpuHe, B MNonoscke, Butebcke,
OcTpore, Typue n T.4. PacnpocTpaHeHue
eBpeeB M MX IKOHOMMYeCKoe 3aCuJibe Bbi3Baso
yXe B nonosuHe XVI Beka cunbHoe
pa3apa’keHune B IMTOBCKO-PYCCKOM 0b6LLecTBe.
“B 3Ty cTpaHy, - nncan MuxanoH JINTBUH, -
cobpasica oToBCOAY CaMbll AYPHOW U3 BCEX
HapO4OB - MYAENCKNIA...HAapO4 BEPOSIOMHbIN,
XUTPbIA, BpegHblA. OH NOPTUT HaLUX TOBapbI,
noaAenbiBaeT AeHbIN, NeYaTu, Ha BCEX PbIHKAX
OTHUMAET Yy XPUCTNAH CPefCTBa K XXU3HWU, He
3HaeT ApYyroro UcKyccTea, Kpome obmaHa u

English Translation

were promising to bring around 1000 warriors up
to the war. But soon this obligation was revoked
away from them, and they were obliged along
with parvenus of these cities where they have
been living to pay regular and special taxes as
well as carry out general labour conscriptions. In
XVI century Jews crowded almost all the cities of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Judaic
commonalities or “Judaic gatherings” have been
already noticed in Novgorod, Slonym, Mstibogov,
Kleck, Pinsk, Cobrin, Polovsk, Vitebsk, Ostrog,
Turc etc. Spreading Jews and their economical
dominance has evoked extremely strong
resentment in the lithuanian-russian society in
the half of 16th century. Michalon Litvin was
writing that Jews were the most wicked, trickiest,
spiteful ones of all the nations and they exactly
have gathered in this country. They kept on
damaging the products, falsifying money,
stamps, taking living means away from the
Christians at the bazaars. They don't know any
other means to go on with, except of the fraud
and slander. Modern poet Klenovich was even
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kneseThl”. ELLle pe3ye nucan ob espesx
COBPEMEHHbI N03T KNneHoBMY B NO3Me
“PokconaHma”. “Tel CNPOCULLb, YTO OenaeT Xug
B 3TOM r/1aBHOM ropoge? A To Xe, 4TO Oenaet
BOJIK, MOMaBLUMIA Ha NOJIHYIO OBYAPHIO.
MNocpenCTBOM [0JITOB K HEMY MOMNagatoT B
3aKfiag Lesible ropoga; OH yTeCHsAeT ux
NpoUEeHTaM 1 ecT HUWeTy. YepBb MefJIeHHO
TOYUT AEPEBO M NMOHEMHOry cbegaeT ayb. OT
MOMN NOrmbatoT TKaHW, OT PXXaBYMHbI MOPTUTCA
Xeneso. Tak Xuna-TyHesagel cbefaeT YacTHble
MMyLLECTBa, NCTOLLAET 06LeCTBEHHbIE
boratcTBa.” “Jlaxke Ka3Ha rocygapcTBeHHas He
6e3onacHa oT ero n3sopoToB”. MNpuBeaeHHbIe
0T3blIBbl HE ObINN eANUHNYHBIMUW TOJIOCAMMU.
MpoTunB eBpeeB Bbipaxana CBoe
HeyOO0BOJIbCTBME LWAAXTa Ha BEJIMKNX BaslbHbIX
cenMax. Tak, Ha cenme 1551 roga wnsaxTa

more rude in expressing of his opinion about this
situation during creation of the poem called
“Roxolania”. Let us take, for instance, one piece
of his poem: “You ask what is Jew doing in this
main city? Same as does wolf who has gotten
into the full sheep-fold. He is getting whole cities
pledges by means of debts; he is suppressing
them with the tax percentage and eliminating
the poverty. The worm is slowly sharpening tree
and is little by little eating the oak. The moth is
damaging fabric, the rust is damaging iron. So
does Jew-the-sponger is eating private
properties, bringing down the social riches.”
“Even the treasury of city is not safe from his
tactics.” Those opinions were not the only ones
told about this situation. Polish gentry was also
expressing their negative feelings about this
mater during their collective seims. For instance,

)KasioBasacb Ha TO, 4TO eBpen 3axBaTuam B ceomnduring the seim hold in 1551, gentry was

PYKW KYMJn HEMaJble U OTKYMNa MbITOM U
KOpYOM.

YeMm xe 06bACHNTL 3TO NpeycneHne eBpencTBa
B JINTOBCKO-PycckoM rocygapcrtee? [la TeMun xe
CaMbIMN UCKOHHbIMW CBOMCTBaMUN €BPENCKOro
njaeMeHn, Koumn n Tenepb obycnasamnBaeTcs
ero npeobnafaHue Ha pbiHKe, bupxe 1 B
MPOMBbILLEHHOCTHU, - HEOBbIKHOBEHHOM
NOABVMXXHOCTbIO Y N3BOPOTIMBOCTLIO, SHEPrUei
N ymeHnem cobmpaTtb KanuTanbl U NyCKaTb WX B
060poT. Ty3eMHOe NUTOBCKO-pyccKoe
MeLLL@HCTBO He 0TJINYaNoCh 3TUMUN KavyeCTBaMW.
Mbl BUAenn, 410 3Ha4YnTesibHas 4acCTb ero
3aHMManacb TOProBaen He NCKJIIYUTENbHO, a
TOJIbKO B Npuaadvy K 3emaefenuio.
HepocTtaTo4yHO cneumnann3nposBasnch B
TOpProBfe v MHAYCTpPUKN 1 boraTele MeLaHe
BunbHbl, KoBHa, Mosouka, Butebcka n Knesa,
nprnobpeTaBLUne 3eMCKMNE UMEHNS, UMEBLUMNE

complaining to the fact that Jews are holding
large purchases and owning all possible customs
houses, as well.

How to explain this extreme Jewish success in
the Lithuanian-Russian state? Yes, the ancestral
properties of the Jewish tribe, which resulted in
their success on the market, stock market and in
the industry - their extraordinary agility and
resourcefulness, energy and ability not only to
accumulate substantial sums of capital but also
use it wisely. Native Lithuanian-Russian gentry
didn't have these qualities. We saw that they
traded as part of their farming activities only.
They did not specialize in trade or industry. The
rich burghers of Vilna, Koven, Polock, Vitebsk
and Kiev buying properties along with peasants
and serving in army along with boyars were also
not sufficiently skilled in trading and industry.
Being either farmers or landowners, strongly

KPECTbSH 1 CNY>XUBLUNE C HUX BOEHHYIO cny»xby attached to their residence, Lithuanian-Russian

HapaBHe ¢ 6oapamun. byay4n nnbo
3emsegensuamu, nnbo 3emneBnanesbLamu,
KPEenko NpuBs3aHHbIE K MECTY CBOEro
XUTENbCTBA, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKME MELLaHe He
BbipabaTbiBann B cebe Ton NOABMXHOCTU U
NpPeanpUMMYMBOCTM, KAaKUMKN OTNYANNCh
eBpewn, a HaobopoT - OTIMYANNCH BCEMU TEMU
4yepTaMu, KOTOPbIE CBONCTBEHHbI
3eMsiegenb4yecknM Knaccam, - M3BECTHON
HEenoABMXHOCTbIO, KOCHOCTbI0. OHU He MpoYb
OblI1 TOProBaTb U NPOMBILLANATB, HO

locals did not possess the mobility or enterprise
that the Jews did. Vice versa, they possessed the
characteristics of the agricultural classes:
immobility and rigidity. They were not against
trading and getting benefit from that, but they
wanted to do it at their homes without leaving
their land, unlike the Jews who sought
opportunities in every place where was at least a
little hope for profit. Lithuanian-Russian traders
usually waited for the client or buyer to come to
them while Jews sought and found them. Yet, the
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HEeNpPeMeHHO A0Ma, He OTPbIBAsCb OT 3eM/N, OT
JIOMalLIHero X03aNCcTBa, He TaK, Kak eBpeu,
CTpeMMBLUMECS NocneBaTb NoBcloay, rae bbina
Hagexaa Ha nNpubbinb. JINTOBCKO-pyCcCKme
MellaHe X aann 06blIKHOBEHHO K cebe
MoKynaTens U 3aKa34ynka, a EBPEN UCKANIN U

main advantage of Jews over the native petty
bourgeoisie was in their striking ability to gather
capital and put it into use, giving loans to those
in need. Using this skill, Jews became favorites
of the ruler as well as ruling aristocracy.

Haxoaunu nx. Ho ocoboe npenmyuiectso espeesLithuanian-Russian rulers soon learned to value

nepen Ty3eMHbIM MeLLaHCTBOM COCTOAJIO B

Jews as tax-farmers(tax collectors?), custom

HeoBbIKHOBEHHOM yMeHuN ux cobupaTb kanuTtanduty collectors (MbiTa?) and tavern operators.

N NyCcKaTb ero B 060poT, CCyXaTb
HY>XAIOLMNXCA B AeHbrax. 9TUM CBOUM
yMEHNEM eBpeun 1 CHUCKanun cebe
NMOKPOBMTENLCTBO KakK y rocnogaps, Tak ny
npaBaLWEen apucTokpaTuu.

JINTOBCKO-PYCCKUI rOCNOAapb PaHO Hay4nCs
LEeHWTb eBpeeB, KaK OTKYMLNKOB KOopyMa 1
MbITa. YK€ Yy BENKOro KHA34 ButosTa 6binn
Takme OTKYMWMKN U3 eBpeeB. Koraa sennkoe
KHS)XeCTBO JINTOBCKOE NpeBpaTusioch B
OrpOMHOE rocygapcTeo, a NoJiTnyeckas v
NPUABOPHAA XN3Hb MOLLJIa Ha LUMPOKYIO HOrY,
JINTOBCKO-PYCCKMIA FOCNOAAPb BbIHYXAEH Bbin
Hepeako XWTb B cHeT ByayLimx NOCTyNaeHnN,

r|p|/|6eraTb noAaobHO YaCTHbIM NINLIAM K KpeonTy.

Even the Grand Duke Vytautas, the great ruler of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, had such tax
collectors in his possession. When the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania become a very large state
and political and court life was on a grand scale,
the Lithuania-Russian ruler was forced to borrow
against future earnings and take a loan like any
other regular person would do. And Jews were
the ones who provided him with such a loan.
Borrowing from them, the ruler repaid using
different sources of income. Frequently, the
rulers [repaid the loans] by lending (“renting”)
taverns and customs houses to the Jews. Native
burghers were not so keen to undertake such
risky ventures. For local taverns, where the
income was known to them, they [the local

DTOT KpeauT 1 oKa3sbiBann emy espeun. Banmas y burghers] rented because it did not take them

HUX OEeHbI N, BEJIMKUIN KHA3b NPefoCTaBAs UM
BbIOUPaATb 3TV AEHbLIW C Pa3HbIX A4OXOAHbIX
cTaTei. Yalle BeNIMKMe KHA3bSA CAaBaan eBpesM
Ha OTKyna unu “B apeHay”, Kak roBopusoch
Toraa, MbiTa U KOpYMbl. Ty3eMHble MeLlaHe
HeOXO0THO Bpannch 3a 3T XN0MOT/IMBbIE U
PUCKOBaHHbIE NpeanpuaTus. Ewe mectHble
KOPYMbl, LOXOAHOCTb KOTOPbIX MM Bblna
n3BeCTHa, OHW Bpann B apeHAy, nbo 3To He
OTPbIBANO UX OT AOMOB. HO ecnun
npeanonaranocb B3ATb KOPYMY B apeHay rae-
HNBy b Ha CTOPOHe, Ha 60NbLIO TOPrOBOW
fopore - “roCTuHuLE”, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKUN
MeLlaHVH peako pewwancs bpocuTb ons 3Toro
CBOE X0351CTBO N BEPHOE [e/10 MEHATb Ha
HeBepHoe. B TakoM cJiy4ae 06bIKHOBEHHO
ABNSANCA eBpen n bpan Kopymy B apeHay. Ewe
pexe Ty3eMHoe MeLLaHCTBO 6pasioch 3a
XJIONOT/IMBOE N PUCKOBAHHOE Aeno cobupaHms
MbITa, 0158 KOTOPOro Hago 6bi10 MOKMAaTh A0M,
ye3xXaTb 3a rpaHuuy, 6anTenbHO CMOTpeTb 3a
Npoe3XaLWnmn, Aep)xaTb CTOPOXKEN U T.4.
EBpeun oxoTHO bpannch 3a BCe 370, He byayin
NprBs3aHbl K MECTY CBOEro XUTeNbCTBa, Kak
Ty3eMHble MellaHe. [laxe 1 B Tex ciy4vasx,

away from their lands. But in situations of
renting taverns somewhere else, on a big trade
[commercial?] road, a so-called “hotel”, the
Lithuanian-Russian tradesmen rarely dared to
leave their local land because he wasn't sure
how successful this kind of endeavor might be.
In such case, a Jew usually came by and rented
the tavern. Even more rare were cases when the
native petty bourgeoisie took on the quite
complicated and risky process of gathering
customs duties because they had to leave their
houses, move abroad and carefully observe the
strangers passing by, keep guards etc. Jews
readily did this because they were not attached
to their place of living as the native bourgeoisies
where. Even when local townspeople agreed on
taking lease for one or another regalia[?], Jews
usually out-bargained that lease by paying a
premium to the price offered by the
townspeople. They were very meticulously
carrying out their commitments to the treasury
because they clearly understood their own
benefits. For this reason, Lithuanian rules always
preferred Jews as innkeepers and tax and
custom collectors. When taking on the lease
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KOr[la MeCTHble MelllaHe Ccornallannck B3aTb Ha income from the treasury, Jews often pre-paid

OTKYN Ty WAV OPYrYyi0 peranunio, eBpen the income for a quarter, half a year and
0bbIKHOBEHHO nepebuBann y HUX OTKyM, AaBad something even for few years in advance. Such
HanbaBKy NPOTMB LEHbl, MPeANI0XKEHHON tax collectors became an absolute necessity for
MelwaHamn. Ceon 0b6a3aTenbCTBa nepen KasHoto the Lithuanian-Russian state which was forced to
OHW 0BbIKHOBEHHO BbIMOAHAAN TOYHO 1 live off future incomes due to historical
L06pocoBeCcTHO, NPaBWJIbHO NOHUMas CBOU circumstances. Of course, while providing the
BbiroAbl. [l03TOMY 1 rocnofapu NMTOBCKME Lithuanian crown with this service, the Jews
npeanoynTann eBpes KopyMaps U MbITHUKa never forgot their profit and the treasury had to

BCSAKOMY MHOMY. NpuHMMas Ha OTKYyN Ka3eHHble forgo an substantial part of its income in
LOX0[4bl, eBpen 06bIKHOBEHHO BHOCUAN BNepes exchange.
4acTb CyMMbl, 3@ YeTBepTb rofa, 3a Nosroaa,

MHOr ja faXkKe 3@ HEeCKOJIbKO neT. Takne

OTKYNLWMKIN CAENASIUCH MONOXKUTENbHON

HeobxoanmocTbo ans JInToBcko-Pycckoro

rocynapCTBa, KOTOPOE B CUTY UCTOPUYECKMX
06CTOATENBCTB BbIHYXAEHO ObISIO XUTb B CHET

bynywmx noxonos. PasymeeTcs, cHabxas

aBaHCOM JIMTOBCKUIA CKapb, eBpeun He 3abbiBanu

0 CBOMX MPOLIEHTaXx ¥ Ka3Ha A0/KHa bbina

NOCTYNaTbCA B UX MNONb3Y 3HAYNTESIbHON

4acTbo CBOMX LOXOM0B.
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