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Russian Text

06s3anncb coobLua BbICTaBAAThL Ha BOMHY 1000 BcagHMKOB. HO CKOpO 3Ta NOBMHHOCTL Oblia CHATa C
HUX, U OHW 0653aHbl BblIM 3204HO C MeLaHaMN TeX FOPOAO0B, FAe XK, NNaTUTb 0ObIKHOBEHHbIE 1
4ype3BblyanHble NOAATU N HECTK BCe BoObLLE NOBUHHOCTU. B XVI Beke eBpen 3an0fIOHUAN Yy Tb N He
BCE ropofja BesIMKOro KHsxxecTtsa JInToBckoro. OBLWUHbBI UX, MK “XXUA0BCKNe cbopbl”, Kpome
YyNOMUHABLUMXCS Y>Xe roponos, suanmel 6uiin B Hosropoae, CnoHmme, Mctuborose, Kneuke, MNMuHcke,
KobpuHe, B MNMonoscke, Butebcke, OcTpore, Typue u T.4. PacnpocTpaHeHne eBpees n nx
3KOHOMUMYeCKOoe 3acuiibe Bbi3Baslo y)Ke B nosioBuHe XVI Beka CunbHOEe pasgpakeHue B JIMTOBCKO-
pycckom obuwiecTse. “B 3Ty CTpaHy, - nucan MuxanoH JINTBUH, - cobpancs 0TOBCIOAY CaMblil yPHOWN
N3 BCEX HAPOLOB - NYOENCKUIA...HApPOL BEPOSIOMHbIA, XUTPbIA, BpeAHbIn. OH NOPTUT HaLUWX TOBap:I,
nogfenbiBaeT AeHbry, nevyaTn, Ha BCeX PbIHKAX OTHUMAET Y XPUCTUAH CPeACTBa K XKU3HU, He 3HaeT
ApYroro UcKyccTea, kpome obmaHa n kKneseThl”. Ewle pe3ye nmucan o6 eBpesx COBPEMEHHLIN NO3T
KneHoBunY B nosme “PokconaHna”. “Tbl CNPOCULLIL, YTO OeSIaeT XU B 3TOM rnasHoM ropone? A 1o
XXe, 4TO AenaeT BOJIK, MoMNaBLUMIA Ha MOHY0 0BYapHI0. MNocpeacTBOM A0/M0OB K HEMY NonajatoT B
3aKjag Lesible ropoaa; OH YTECHSAET UX NPOoLeHTaM 1 ecT HUWETY. YepBb MeJIeEHHO TOYUT LepeBo U
noHemHory cbegaet ay6. OT Moan nornbatoT TKaHW, OT PXKaBYUHbLI MOPTUTCS XKeneso. Tak Xug-
TyHesael CbefaeT YaCTHbIe MMYLLLECTBA, UcTowaeT obuiecTBeHHble boraTcTea.” “[la)ke Ka3Ha
rocyfapcTBeHHas He be3onacHa oT ero n3sopoToB”. MNpuBedeHHbIe 0T3bIBbl HE BbINN e AMHUYHBIMU
rosiocamu. NpoTuB eBpeeB Bbipa)kasia CBOE HEYA0BOJIbCTBME LWSXTA HA BEJIMKNX BaJIbHbIX CEAMaX.
Tak, Ha cerMe 1551 roda WAsxTa XanoBasacb Ha TO, YTO EBPEN 3aXBaTWN B CBOW PYKU KYMn
HeMaJible Y OTKYMNa MbITOM 1 KOPYOM.

Yem xe 06bACHUTL 3TO npeycneHne eBpencTBa B JINTOBCKO-PycCckom rocynapcTee? la TeMu xe
CaMbIM/ NCKOHHbIMW CBONCTBAMWN EBPENCKOro NAEMEHN, KOUMUN K Tenepb 00yCcnaBANBaETCA ero
npeobnagaHune Ha pbiHKE, BPXKe 1 B MPOMBILLIEHHOCTH, - HEOOBIKHOBEHHOW MOABUXHOCTbLIO U
N3BOPOTJIMBOCTbIO, SHEPTNEN N YMEeHNeM cobnpaTb KanuTaabl U NyckaTb Ux B 060poT. Ty3eMHoe
JINTOBCKO-PYCCKOE MELLAHCTBO HE OTJINYaN0Ch 3TUMM KayeCTBaMu. Mbl BUAENN, YTO 3Ha4YUTeIbHasA
4acCTb €ro 3aHMManacb TOProBien He UCKIIOYNTENBHO, @ TOJIbKO B NpUaady K 3eMaenenuio.
HepocTaTo4YHO Cneunann3npoBaanCsy B TOProBae n MHAYCTpum n boratble MmellaHe BunbHbl, KoBHa,
Monouka, Butebcka n Knesa, nprobpeTaslune 3eMCKMe UMEHNS, UMEBLUNE KPECTbSAH 1 CY>XXUBLUNE C
HUX BOEHHYI0 Cyxby HapaBHe ¢ 6ospamu. byayun nnbo 3emnepensuamu, 1mbo 3emneBnagensLamu,
KPEenko NpuBs3aHHbIE K MECTY CBOEr0o XUTEeNbCTBA, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKME MeLLaHe He BbipabaTbiBaan B
cebe TOM NOABVMXXHOCTM 1 MPEANPUNMYMBOCTIN, KAKMMUK OTJINYAINCh €BPEN, a HA0bOopOT - OT/INYANNCh
BCEMMN TEMU YepTaMU, KOTOPble CBONCTBEHHbI 3eMaeaebY4eCKM KnaccaMm, - M3BeCTHOWN
HEMNOABMXXHOCTbO, KOCHOCTbI0. OHW He NpoYb BbIIN TOProBaTb Y MPOMBLILLIATL, HO HEMNPEMEHHO
JlOMa, He OTPbIBAsCb OT 3EM/IN, OT AOMALLHEro X034iCTBa, He TaK, Kak eBpen, CTPEMMBLUMNECS
nocrnesBaTb NoBCloAy, rae bbina Hagexaa Ha Npubbiib. JIMTOBCKO-PYCCKME MELLAHE X Oau
0bbIKHOBEHHO K cebe MoKynaTens u 3akasynka, a €Bpen Nckaam n Haxoamnm unx. Ho ocoboe
NpPenMyLLEeCTBO eBpeeB Nepes TY3eMHbIM MELAHCTBOM COCTOSAI0 B HEOOLIKHOBEHHOM YMEHUN NX
cobupaTtb KanuTan u NyckaTb ero B 060poT, CCYyXaTb HYXXAAOLWNXCA B A€Hbrax. 3TUM CBOUM
YMEHNEM eBpeun 1 CHUCKann cebe NOKPOBMTENLCTBO KakK y rocnogaps, Tak 1y npaBswen
apUCTOKpPaTUN.

ﬂI/ITOBCKO-pyCCKI/IIh rocnofapb paHO Hay4ynICA LEHUTb €BPEEB, KaK OTKYMLLNKOB KOp4YMa 1N MbITa.
Yxe Y BEJIMKOIo KHA34 ButoBTa bblnn Takne OTKYNLNKN N3 eBPEEB. Kora Besimkoe KHAXeCTBO
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JINTOBCKOE NpeBpaTnIOCh B OFPOMHOE FroOCyAapCTBO, @ NOIUTUYECKas U NPUABOPHAS XM3Hb NoLia
Ha LUMPOKYIO HOT'Y, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKUIA rocnofapb BblHYXAeH Obl1 HepeaKo XUTb B cHeT OyayLimnx
nocTynneHunn, npuberate NOAOOHO YaCTHLIM MLAM K KpeauTy. ITOT KpeauT 1 0KasblBaau emMy
eBpeun. B3vMas y HUX AeHbru, BeIMKWUIN KHA3b NpefoCTaBisal UM BbibrpaTb 3TW AeHbIM C pa3HbiX
LOXOAHbIX CTaTen. Yalle Besikne KHA3bA CAaBanun eBpesiM Ha OTKyMa nam “B apeHay”, Kak
rOBOPWUIOCH TOrAa, MbITa U KOPYMbI. Ty3eMHble MeLlaHe HEOXOTHO Bpanunch 3a 3TK XJIONOTANBLIE U
PUCKOBaHHbIe NpeanpuaTus. Ewe MeCTHble KOpPYMbl, JOXOAHOCTb KOTOPbIX UM Bblia M3BECTHA, OHU
6pann B apeHay, nbo 3TO He OTpbIBaNO UX OT AOMOB. HO eciv npefnonaranocb B3STb KOPYMY B
apeHay rae-HuMbyab Ha CTOPOHe, Ha 6ONbLLION TOProBOWM AOPOre - “roCTUHNLE"”, NNTOBCKO-PYCCKUIA
MeLLaHWH peako pellanca 6pocuTb 415 3TOr0 CBOe X03ANCTBO U BEPHOE Ae/10 MEHATb Ha HEBEPHOE.
B Takom ciy4ae 06bIKHOBEHHO ABASNCA eBpen 1 bpan Kopymy B apeHay. Ewle pexe Ty3emHoe
MeLlaHCTBO Bpanoch 3a XJIONOTAIMBOE U PUCKOBAHHOE eno cobupaHmsa MbiTa, 4158 KOTOPOro Hago
OblN0 NoKMAaTb LOM, ye3xaTb 3a rpaHuuy, 6A4MTeNnbHO CMOTPEThL 3a MPoe3XKaLwmMm, LepXaTb
cTopoXxewn n T.4. EBpen oxoTHO Bpannch 3a BCe 3T0, He Byayyn NpuBsA3aHbl K MeCTy CBOEro
XUTENbCTBA, KaK Ty3eMHble MellaHe. [laxe 1 B Tex Ciyvasx, Korja MecTHble MellaHe Corflallanmnch
B3Tb Ha OTKYN Ty WK APYryI0 peranuto, eBpen 0bbIkHOBEHHO NepebuBasn y HUX OTKYM, faBas
HaLbaBKy NPOTUB LieHbl, NPeasoXKeHHOoN MellaHamun. CBon oba3aTenbCTBa Nepes KasHow OHU
0bObIKHOBEHHO BbINOJIHAN TOYHO 1 LOOPOCOBECTHO, NPaBUJIbHO MOHUMAs CBOU BbIFr0Abl. [103TOMY 1
rocnogapwv JIMTOBCKME NPeAnovnTanm eBpes KopyMaps U MbITHUKA BCAKOMY UHOMY. [TpuHUMas Ha
OTKYN Ka3eHHble AoX0Abl, eBpen 0O6bIKHOBEHHO BHOCWU/IN Brepes 4acTb CYMMbI, 3@ 4eTBEepTb rofa, 3a
NoArofa, MHOrAa faxke 3a HeCKOoJIbKO NieT. Takme OTKYNLWMKY CAeNnaanch NosIOXNTeIbHON
HeobxoaMMOCTbio 418 JINTOBCKO-PYyCCKOro rocyapcTsa, KOTOPOE B CUJTy NCTOPUYECKUX
06CTOATENbCTB BbIHYXAEHO ObIJI0 XUTb B cHET OyayLInX LOXOAO0B. PadymeeTcs, CHabxas aBaHCOM
NNTOBCKUI cKapb, eBpen He 3abbiBasiv 0 CBOMX NPOLLEHTaX M Ka3Ha A0JKHa Obla NoCTynaThCa B UX
No0Jb3Yy 3Ha4YNTESIbHOM YaCTbl0 CBOUX LOXOL0B.

English Translation

were promising to bring around 1000 warriors up to the war. But soon this obligation was revoked
away from them, and they were obliged along with parvenus of these cities where they have been
living to pay regular and special taxes as well as carry out general labour conscriptions. In XVI century
Jews crowded almost all the cities of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Judaic commonalities or “Judaic
gatherings” have been already noticed in Novgorod, Slonym, Mstibogov, Kleck, Pinsk, Cobrin, Polovsk,
Vitebsk, Ostrog, Turc etc. Spreading Jews and their economical dominance has evoked extremely
strong resentment in the lithuanian-russian society in the half of 16th century. Michalon Litvin was
writing that Jews were the most wicked, trickiest, spiteful ones of all the nations and they exactly
have gathered in this country. They kept on damaging the products, falsifying money, stamps, taking
living means away from the Christians at the bazaars. They don't know any other means to go on
with, except of the fraud and slander. Modern poet Klenovich was even more rude in expressing of his
opinion about this situation during creation of the poem called “Roxolania”. Let us take, for instance,
one piece of his poem: “You ask what is Jew doing in this main city? Same as does wolf who has
gotten into the full sheep-fold. He is getting whole cities pledges by means of debts; he is suppressing
them with the tax percentage and eliminating the poverty. The worm is slowly sharpening tree and is
little by little eating the oak. The moth is damaging fabric, the rust is damaging iron. So does Jew-the-
sponger is eating private properties, bringing down the social riches.” “Even the treasury of city is not
safe from his tactics.” Those opinions were not the only ones told about this situation. Polish gentry
was also expressing their negative feelings about this mater during their collective seims. For
instance, during the seim hold in 1551, gentry was complaining to the fact that Jews are holding large
purchases and owning all possible pot-houses, as well.
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How to explain this extreme Jewish success in the Lithuanian-Russian state? It can be explained by
the features of their nature, which resulted in their success on the market, stock market and in the
industry. The Jews have been always very tricky and easily adjusting to the local situation, energetic
and smart, possessing a very great deal of ability not only to accumulate substantial sums of money
but also use them wisely. Foreign Lithuanian-Russian gentry didn't have these qualities. We saw that
the biggest part of these people was trading only along with farming, and not solely as did Jews. Rich
parvenus of Vilna, Koven, Polock, Vitebsk and Kiev buying properties along with peasants and serving
in army along with boyars were also not sufficiently skilled in trading and industry. Being either
farmers or landowners, strongly attached to their place of living, Lithuanian-Russian parvenus did not
possess that mobility and enterprise like Jews did. Vice versa, they were possessing all these qualities
like sluggishness, unwillingness to adjust to the current situation alike simple peasants. They were not
against of trading and getting benefit from that, but they wanted to do it at their homes without
leaving their piece of land while Jews tried to get nearly into every place where was at least a little
hope for getting profit out of something. Lithuanian-Russian parvenus have been usually waiting for
the client and buyer to come to them while Jews were looking for them and, subsequently, finding
them. Yet, the main advantage of Jews was in their striking ability to gather the capital and put it into
use, to give the loans to those in need. Using this skill, Jews became favourites of the ruler as well as
ruling aristocracy.

Lithuanian-Russian ruler learned to value Jews as the tax-farmers and the pot houses and strangles
owners. Even the Vytautas, the great ruler of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, had such tax-farmers in
his possession. Even when the Grand Duchy of Lithuania has become a very large state and political
and court life started to run wildly, the ruler was forced to live in expense of the future incomes and
take a loan like any other regular person would do. And Jews were the ones who provided him with
such a loan. Whilst taking loan from them, the ruler let them take these money from different items of
income. Frequently, the other greatest rules were “renting” pot-houses and strangles to the Jews.
Foreign parvenus were not so keen to undertake so risky actions. Even local pot-houses with a well
known income, were rented by Jews because it was not anyhow distractive to them. But in case of
renting pot-house somewhere aside, on some big trading road, so-called “hotel”, Lithuanian-Russian
parvenu rarely decided to leave his piece of land because he wasn't sure how successful this kind of
event might be. In such case, Jew usually came by and rented the pot-house. Even more rare were
the cases when the foreign bourgeoisie initiated quite complicated and risky process of gathering
strangles because they had to leave their houses, move abroad and carefully observe the strangers
passing by, keep guards etc. Jews were eager do that all because they were trying not get so much
attached to their place of living as the foreign bourgeoisies did. Even when local parvenus agreed on
taking lease for one or another regalia, Jews usually outbargained that lease by means of giving
premium to a price, proposed by parvenus. They were very meticulously carrying out their
commitments before treasury because they clearly knew own benefits. For this reason, Lithuanian
rules always preferred Jews to pot-housers and other stranglers. While taking the treasury incomes as
a lease, Jews usually made a partial deposit from a sum for a quarter, half a year and something even
for few years in advance. Such tax-farmers have become an absolute necessity for the Lithuanian-
Russian state which was urged to live in expense of future incomes due to historical circumstances. Of
course, while providing Lithuanian crowd with the resources, Jews never forgot about their profit and
treasury had to forgo an essential part of its income so that they would get a significant profit.
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