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Essay on the History of the Lithuanian-
Russian State

Liubavskii, Matvei. Ocherk istorii Litovsko-Russkago gosudarstva do
Liublinskoi unii vkliuchitel’'no, 1915.

Discussion of this Source

Matvei Liubavskii was a Russian historian. Pages 119-120 describes Lithuanian-Russian sentiments
towards the Jews in the sixteenth-century and then seeks to explain the the sources of Jewish success

that led to this resentment.
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Pages 119-120

Russian Text

obs3anuck coobuua BbICTaBNATL Ha BoHy 1000
BCAAHWKOB. HO CKOPO 3Ta NOBMHHOCTbL Oblna
CHATa C HUX, W OHK 065a3aHbl BblNK 3a04HO C
MelllaHaMn Tex ropogos, rae Xunu, niaTuTb
0bObIKHOBEHHbIE 1 Ype3BblYalHblE MO4ATY 1
HecTun BCe BoobLLe NOBUHHOCTW. B XVI Beke
eBpeun 3anoJIOHWIM YyTb SN He BCe ropoja
BE/IMKOro KHs)XecTBa JInToBcKoro. O6LUHbLI KX,
nnn “xunposckue cbopol”, Kpome
YNOMUHABLUMXCS Y>Ke ropogos, BUAUMbI bblin B
Hoeropoae, CnoHnme, McTuborose, Kneuke,
MuHcke, KobpuHe, B Monoscke, Butebcke,
OcTpore, Typue n T.4. PacnpocTpaHeHune
€BpeeB N VX IKOHOMMYEeCKoe 3aCuiibe Bbi3Baso
yxe B nonosuHe XVI Beka cunbHoe
pa3apa)keHne B IMTOBCKO-PyCCKoM obuiecTse.
“B 3Ty CcTpaHy, - nnucan MuxanoH JINTBUH, -
cobpancs oToBCIOAY CaMbll AYPHON U3 BCEX
HapO4OB - NYAENCKUIA...HAapO BEPOJIOMHbIN,
XUTPbIA, BpegHbi. OH NOPTUT HaLUK TOBapbI,
nogfenbiBaeT AeHbrn, nevyaTun, Ha BCeX pPblHKaX
OTHUMAeT Yy XPUCTNAH CPefCTBa K XU3HWU, He
3HaeT ApYyroro NCKyccTsa, kKpome obmaHa n
kneseThl”. ELle pe3ye nucan ob espesx
COBPEMEHHbIN N03T KNneHoBMY B N03Me
“PokconaHmsa”. “Tel CNPOCULLb, YTO AeNlaeT Xug
B 3TOM IJlaBHOM ropoge? A To Xe, 4TO genaet
BOJIK, MOMaBLUMIA Ha NOJIHYIO OBYAPHIO.
MocpeLcCcTBOM O0JIFOB K HEMY MonajaloT B
3aKfag Lesble ropoga; OH yTeCHsAeT ux
NnpoueHTaM 1 ecT HUWeTy. YepBb MefJIeHHO
TOYUT OEepeBo 1 NOHEMHOrY cbepaeT ayb. OT
MOSIN NOrmMbatoT TKaHW, OT PXKaBYMHbI MOPTUTCA
xeneso. Tak Xuna-TyHesdew cbedaeT YacTHble
MMyLLLeCTBA, NCTOLWAeT 06l eCcTBEHHbIE
boratcTBa.” “Jla)e Ka3Ha rocygapcTBeHHas He
He3onacHa oT ero n3sopoToB”. MNpuBeaeHHbIe
OT3blIBbl He ObIIN €ANUHNYHBIMUW TOJIOCaAMMU.
MpoTunB eBpeeB Bbipaxkana CBoe
Hey[0BOJIbCTBUE LWIAXTA Ha BEJIMKUX BaslbHbIX
cenmax. Tak, Ha cenme 1551 roga wnsaxTa

English Translation

were promising to bring around 1000 warriors up
to the war. But soon this obligation was revoked
away from them, and they were obliged along
with parvenus of these cities where they have
been living to pay regular and special taxes as
well as carry out general labour conscriptions. In
XVI century Jews crowded almost all the cities of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Judaic
commonalities or “Judaic gatherings” have been
already noticed in Novgorod, Slonym, Mstibogov,
Kleck, Pinsk, Cobrin, Polovsk, Vitebsk, Ostrog,
Turc etc. Spreading Jews and their economical
dominance has evoked extremely strong
resentment in the lithuanian-russian society in
the half of 16th century. Michalon Litvin was
writing that Jews were the most wicked, trickiest,
spiteful ones of all the nations and they exactly
have gathered in this country. They kept on
damaging the products, falsifying money,
stamps, taking living means away from the
Christians at the bazaars. They don't know any
other means to go on with, except of the fraud
and slander. Modern poet Klenovich was even
more rude in expressing of his opinion about this
situation during creation of the poem called
“Roxolania”. Let us take, for instance, one piece
of his poem: “You ask what is Jew doing in this
main city? Same as does wolf who has gotten
into the full sheep-fold. He is getting whole cities
pledges by means of debts; he is suppressing
them with the tax percentage and eliminating
the poverty. The worm is slowly sharpening tree
and is little by little eating the oak. The moth is
damaging fabric, the rust is damaging iron. So
does Jew-the-sponger is eating private
properties, bringing down the social riches.”
“Even the treasury of city is not safe from his
tactics.” Those opinions were not the only ones
told about this situation. Polish gentry was also
expressing their negative feelings about this
mater during their collective seims. For instance,

)KaJioBanacb Ha TO, 4TO eBpen 3axBaTuam B ceonduring the seim hold in 1551, gentry was

PYKW KYMNJW HEMasble U 0TKYMa MbITOM U
KOpYOM.

complaining to the fact that Jews are holding
large purchases and owning all possible pot-
houses, as well.
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YeM e 06bsSCHUTbL 3TO NpeycrneHne eBpeincTea

How to explain this extreme Jewish success in

B JInToBCKO-Pycckom rocypapctee? [la Temu xe the Lithuanian-Russian state? It can be

CaMbIMN NCKOHHbIMW CBOMCTBaMUN €BPENCKOro
njaeMeHn, Koumn n Tenepb obycnasnnBaeTcs
ero npeobnanaHune Ha pbiHKe, Bupxe n B
NPOMBILLJIEHHOCTW, - HEOOLIKHOBEHHOMN
NOOBVMXXHOCTbIO 1 M3BOPOTAIMBOCTLIO, SHEPTUEN
N ymeHmem cobnpaTtb KanuTasbl U MyCcKaTb UX B
obopoT. Ty3eMHOe NMMTOBCKO-PYCCKoe
MELLAHCTBO He OT/INYaJI0Cb 3TUMU KavyeCTBaMMU.
Mbl BUgenun, 4To 3Ha4YnTeNbHas YacTb €ro
3aHMManacb TOProBaen He NCKNYUTENLHO, a
TOJIbKO B NpuaaYvy K 3eMaefenuio.
HenocTaTo4yHO Cneumnann3npoBanch B
TOProBfie N MHAYCTPUKN K BoraTele MeLlaHe
BunbHbl, KoBHa, MNMonouka, Butebcka n Knesa,
npuobpeTaBLUMe 3EMCKME UMEHUS, UMEBLLNE

explained by the features of their nature, which
resulted in their success on the market, stock
market and in the industry. The Jews have been
always very tricky and easily adjusting to the
local situation, energetic and smart, possessing
a very great deal of ability not only to
accumulate substantial sums of money but also
use them wisely. Foreign Lithuanian-Russian
gentry didn't have these qualities. We saw that
the biggest part of these people was trading only
along with farming, and not solely as did Jews.
Rich parvenus of Vilna, Koven, Polock, Vitebsk
and Kiev buying properties along with peasants
and serving in army along with boyars were also
not sufficiently skilled in trading and industry.

KPeCTbsAH 1 CIyXXMBLLUME C HUX BOEHHYI0 CNyxby Being either farmers or landowners, strongly

HapaBHe ¢ 6osipamu. byay4ym nnbo
3emnegensuamn, nnbo 3emneBnanensLamu,
KPenkKo NpuBsA3aHHbIE K MECTY CBOEro
XUTENbCTBA, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKNE MELLAHE He
BbipabaTbiBann B cebe Ton NOABMXHOCTU U
npeanpUUMYnBOCTU, KAaKUMU OTANYANNCH
eBpeun, a HaobopoT - OT/INYANNCh BCEMU TEMMU
yepTaMu, KOTOPbIE CBONCTBEHHbI
3emnefenbyecknM Knaccam, - U3BeCTHON
HEMNOABMXXHOCTbO, KOCHOCTb0. OHU HE NPoYb
OblIM TOProBaTh M MPOMbLIWAATL, HO
HenpeMeHHO f0Ma, He OTPbIBAsACb OT 3eMAU, OT
[OMalLHEero xo3sMnCcTBa, He Tak, Kak eBpen,
CTPEMUMBLLMECS NOCNEBaTb NOBCOAY, rae bbina
Hagexaa Ha npubbinb. JINTOBCKO-pyCcCKme
MelllaHe X aann obbikHOBEHHO K cebe
nokynaTens v 3aKa3ynka, a eBpen uckaam u

attached to their place of living, Lithuanian-
Russian parvenus did not possess that mobility
and enterprise like Jews did. Vice versa, they
were possessing all these qualities like
sluggishness, unwillingness to adjust to the
current situation alike simple peasants. They
were not against of trading and getting benefit
from that, but they wanted to do it at their
homes without leaving their piece of land while
Jews tried to get nearly into every place where
was at least a little hope for getting profit out of
something. Lithuanian-Russian parvenus have
been usually waiting for the client and buyer to
come to them while Jews were looking for them
and, subsequently, finding them. Yet, the main
advantage of Jews was in their striking ability to
gather the capital and put it into use, to give the

Haxoaunn nx. Ho ocoboe npeumyuiectso eBpeesloans to those in need. Using this skill, Jews

nepeg Ty3eMHblIM MelaHCTBOM COCTOAO B

became favourites of the ruler as well as ruling

HeObbIKHOBEHHOM YMEHUN nx C06I/IpaTb KanuTanaristocracy.

N NyCKaTb ero B 060poT, cCyXaTb
HY>XAAIOLNXCSA B f€Hbrax. 9TUM CBOUM
yMeHueM eBpeun 1 CHUCKanu cebe
MOKPOBUTENLCTBO KaK y rocnogaps, Tak ny
npaBsaLEen apucTokpaTuu.

JINTOBCKO-PYCCKUIA FOCNOdapb paHO Hay4ucs
LLleHUTb eBpeeB, Kak OTKYMLINKOB KOpYMa ©
MbITa. Y>Xe Y BeIMKOro KHs35 BUToBTa Obinn
Takue OTKYMLLMKK U3 eBpeeB. Korpaa Benmkoe
KHS)XKeCTBO JINTOBCKOE NpeBpaTUIoch B
OrpOMHOE roCyapCTBO, @ NOANTUYECKAN U
NPUABOPHAs XM3Hb MOLUIA Ha LUNPOKYHO HOrY,

Lithuanian-Russian ruler learned to value Jews as
the tax-farmers and the pot houses and
strangles owners. Even the Vytautas, the great
ruler of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, had such
tax-farmers in his possession. Even when the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania has become a very
large state and political and court life started to
run wildly, the ruler was forced to live in
expense of the future incomes and take a loan
like any other regular person would do. And Jews
were the ones who provided him with such a
loan. Whilst taking loan from them, the ruler let

Yurevichi, Belarus - https://yurevichi.org/



Last update: 2023/03/05 02:57

sources:books:ehlrs:start https://yurevichi.org/sources/books/ehlrs/start?rev=1382719200

NINTOBCKO-PYCCKUIA rocnofapb BblHYXAeH bbin
Hepeako XUTb B cHeT ByayLimMx NOCTynaeHun,

npnberaTb NOAOOHO YaCTHLIM NLAM K KPEAUTY.

them take these money from different items of
income. Frequently, the other greatest rules
were “renting” pot-houses and strangles to the

STOT KpeauT 1 okKa3biBasin eMy eBpen. Banmas yJews. Foreign parvenus were not so keen to

HUX OeHblr1, BEJIMKUN KHA3b NPefoCTaBAsN UM
BbIOMPaTb 3TV AEHbIM C Pa3HbIX LOXOAHbIX
CTaTen. Yalle BeNnKMe KHA3bA CAaBasv eBpesm
Ha OTKyna uan “B apeHay”, Kak roBopuJioCb
TOrga, MblTa U KOpYMbl. Ty3eMHble MeLlaHe
HeOXO0THO Bpannch 3a 3T XNOMNOT/IMBbIE U
PVCKOBaHHbIe NpeanpuaTus. Ewe mecTHble
KOPYMbl, LOXOLHOCTb KOTOPbIX UM Bblna
N3BeCTHa, OHW Bpann B apeHay, nbo 3TO He
OTpbIBAJIO UX OT AOMOB. HO ecnn
npegnosiaranock B3ATb KOPYMY B apeHay rae-
H1byAb Ha CTOPOHE, Ha 6OJbLLOW TOProBow
popore - “rocTuHuLe”, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKMM
MeLlaHVH peako pelancsa bpocuTb ons 3Toro
CBO€ X035IMCTBO M BEpHOe [1e/10 MeHATb Ha
HeBepHoe. B TakoM csiyqae 06bIKHOBEHHO
ABNSANCA eBpen n bpan Kkopymy B apeHay. Ewe
pexe Ty3eMHoe MeLLlaHCTBo bpanoch 3a
XJIONOT/INBOE U PUCKOBaAHHOE fieno cobupaHus
MbITa, 015 KOTOPOro Hago 6bi10 MOKNAAThL A0M,
ye3xaTb 3a rpaHuuy, 6antensHo CMOTpPeTh 3a
npoes)KawLWwumm, gep)xate CTOPOXXen 1 T.4.
EBpen oxoTHO Bpannch 3a BCe 370, He Byayin
NpVBS3aHbl K MECTY CBOEro XUTeNbCTBA, Kak
Ty3eMHble MelllaHe. [laxe 1 B Tex ciy4vasx,
KOrfa MecCTHble MeLlaHe corjialwaincb B3sATb Ha
OTKYN TY WK APYry0 perasuvio, espeu
0b6bIKHOBEHHO NepebuBanm y HUX OTKYM, AaBas
HaLbaBKy NPOTUB LieHbl, NPeaI0KEHHOW

undertake so risky actions. Even local pot-
houses with a well known income, were rented
by Jews because it was not anyhow distractive to
them. But in case of renting pot-house
somewhere aside, on some big trading road, so-
called “hotel”, Lithuanian-Russian parvenu rarely
decided to leave his piece of land because he
wasn't sure how successful this kind of event
might be. In such case, Jew usually came by and
rented the pot-house. Even more rare were the
cases when the foreign bourgeoisie initiated
quite complicated and risky process of gathering
strangles because they had to leave their
houses, move abroad and carefully observe the
strangers passing by, keep guards etc. Jews
were eager do that all because they were trying
not get so much attached to their place of living
as the foreign bourgeoisies did. Even when local
parvenus agreed on taking lease for one or
another regalia, Jews usually outbargained that
lease by means of giving premium to a price,
proposed by parvenus. They were very
meticulously carrying out their commitments
before treasury because they clearly knew own
benefits. For this reason, Lithuanian rules always
preferred Jews to pot-housers and other
stranglers. While taking the treasury incomes as
a lease, Jews usually made a partial deposit from
a sum for a quarter, half a year and something

MelwaHamn. Ceon oba3aTenbCTBa nepen KasHot even for few years in advance. Such tax-farmers

OHW 0ObIKHOBEHHO BbIMOJIHAIN TOYHO U
[06poCoBECTHO, MPaBWJIbHO MOHNMas CBOU
BbIroAbl. [103TOMY 1 Focnogapw IMTOBCKME
npeanoYnTanm eBpes KopyMaps U MbITHUKA
BCAKOMY UHOMY. MPMHMMas Ha OTKYN Ka3eHHble
Ll0X0[bl, €Bpen 06bIKHOBEHHO BHOCUIN BNepes
4acTb CyMMbl, 3a YeTBEPTb rofda, 3a NoJaroaa,
MHOr 4@ AaXKe 3@ HECKO/bKO neT. Takne
OTKYNLWMKIN CAENASINCb MONOXUTENbHOW
HeobxoauMocCTbI0 Ans JINTOBCKO-Pycckoro
rocynapCTBa, KOTOPOE B CUTY UCTOPUYECKMX
06CTOATENBLCTB BbIHYXAEHO ObISIO XUTb B CHET
byoywmnx noxonoB. PasymeeTcsd, cHabxas
aBaHCOM JINTOBCKMI CKapb, eBpen He 3abbiBaiu
0 CBOMX MPOLIEHTax ¥ Ka3Ha fo/kHa bbina
MOCTYNaTbCA B UX MNOb3Y 3HAYUTESIbHON
4aCTblO0 CBOMX OOXOMO0B.

have become an absolute necessity for the
Lithuanian-Russian state which was urged to live
in expense of future incomes due to historical
circumstances. Of course, while providing
Lithuanian crowd with the resources, Jews never
forgot about their profit and treasury had to
forgo an essential part of its income so that they
would get a significant profit.
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