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Essay on the History of the Lithuanian-
Russian State

Liubavskii, Matvei. Ocherk istorii Litovsko-Russkago gosudarstva do
Liublinskoi unii vkliuchitel’'no, 1915.

Discussion of this Source

Matvei Liubavskii was a Russian historian. Pages 119-120 describes Lithuanian-Russian sentiments
towards the Jews in the sixteenth-century and then seeks to explain the the sources of Jewish success

that led to this resentment.
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Pages 119-120

Notes

¢ [])'s observation: Non-Jews were allowed to own land. Land was a measure of wealth, a source of

income and supply of food and clothing.]

¢ Non-Jews did not venture far from their land. They were interested in trade and lease-holding,

but only for local activities.

 Jews were mobile, entrepreneurial and agile. They were willing to move to a remote region to
become an innkeeper (royalty leased taverns to people who operated them) and take on the
risky and unpopular jobs of tax collectors and customs duty assessors/collectors.

e The Lithuanian aristocracy lived beyond its means. They needed to borrow against future
income to support their “grand” lifestyle. [J] Note: They were also in a perpetual state of war
against Muscovy and Crimean Cossacks between c1650-c1720.]

e Lithuanian aristocracy borrowed from Jews and then allowed Jews to collect income for the
treasure, in exchange for a percentage of that income. The income streams came from leases
on taverns, customs duties and tax collection.

e Lithuanian aristocracy trusted Jews to keep fair accounting, because Jews knew this was in their

interest. They preferred dealing with Jews.

Russian Text

obs3annck coobuua BbICTaBNATL Ha BoHY 1000
BCaZAHMKOB. HO CKOpPO 3Ta MOBUHHOCTb Bblna
CHATa C HUX, W OHK 065a3aHbl BblNK 3a04HO C
MelllaHaMn Tex ropogos, rae Xunu, niaTuTb
0ObIKHOBEHHbIE 1 Ype3BblYalHblE MO4ATY W
HecTu Bce BoobLLe NOBUHHOCTU. B XVI Beke
eBpewn 3anoJIOHUAN Yy Tb JIN HE BCe ropoja
BE/IMKOro KHs»XecTBa JInToBCcKoro. O6LUHbLI KX,
nnn “>xnaosckue cbopol”, Kpome
YMNOMUHABLLMXCS Y>Xe ropofoB, BUAUMbI Obian B
Hosropoae, CnoHnme, Mctuborose, Kneuke,
MuHcke, KobpuHe, B Monoscke, Butebcke,
OcTtpore, Typue 1 T.4. PacnpocTpaHeHne
eBpeeB 1 X 3KOHOMMYeCKoe 3aCuJibe Bbi3Baslo
yxe B nonosuHe XVI Beka cunbHoe
pa3fpakeHne B IMTOBCKO-PyCCKoM obuiecTse.
“B 3Ty CcTpaHy, - nnucan MuxanoH JINTBUH, -
cobpancs oToBCIOAY CaMbll LYPHOW U3 BCEX
Hapo4oB - NyAeNCKUI...Hapo BEPOSIOMHbIN,
XUTPbIA, BpeAHbIN. OH NOPTUT HaLIX TOBapbI,
noafenbiBaeT AeHbrn, nevyaTu, Ha BCeX pblHKax
OTHMMaET Yy XPUCTUAH CPeACTBa K XXU3HU, He
3HaeT ApYyroro NCKyccTsa, kpome obMaHa u
kneseThl”. ELLe pe3ye nmucan ob espesx
COBPEMEHHbI N03T KNneHoBMY B MO3Me

English Translation

were promising to bring around 1000 warriors up
to the war. But soon this obligation was revoked
away from them, and they were obliged along
with parvenus of these cities where they have
been living to pay regular and special taxes as
well as carry out general labour conscriptions. In
XVI century Jews crowded almost all the cities of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Judaic
commonalities or “Judaic gatherings” have been
already noticed in Novgorod, Slonym, Mstibogov,
Kleck, Pinsk, Cobrin, Polovsk, Vitebsk, Ostrog,
Turc etc. Spreading Jews and their economical
dominance has evoked extremely strong
resentment in the lithuanian-russian society in
the half of 16th century. Michalon Litvin was
writing that Jews were the most wicked, trickiest,
spiteful ones of all the nations and they exactly
have gathered in this country. They kept on
damaging the products, falsifying money,
stamps, taking living means away from the
Christians at the bazaars. They don't know any
other means to go on with, except of the fraud
and slander. Modern poet Klenovich was even
more rude in expressing of his opinion about this
situation during creation of the poem called
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“Pokconanmsa”. “Tel CNPOCULLb, YTO AeflaeT Xug
B 3TOM I/1laBHOM ropoge? A To Xe, 4TO genaet
BOJIK, MOMaBLLUMIA Ha NOJHYI0 OBYAPHIO.
MNocpencTBoM OONr0OB K HEMY MonagatoT B
3aKnaf uesble ropoa; OH yTecHseT nx
NnpoueHTaM 1 ecT HULWeTy. YepBb MefJIEHHO
TOYUT OEepeBO 1 NOHEMHOrY cbepaeT ayb. OT
MO NOrnbatoT TKaHW, OT PXKaBYMHbI MOPTUTCA
Xeneso. Tak Xua-TyHeanew cbefaeT YacTHble
MMYyLLECTBa, NCTOLLAET 06LeCTBEHHbIE
boraTcTBa.” “Jla)e Ka3Ha rocygapcTBEHHasn He
6e3onacHa oT ero n3sopoToB”. MNpuBeaeHHbIe
OT3bIBbl HE ObIIN € ANHUYHBLIMW FOI0CaMN.
lpoTvB eBpeeB BbipaxkaJsa CBoe
HEeyL0BOJIbCTBUE LWNAXTa Ha BEJIMKUX BaJlbHbIX
cenmax. Tak, Ha cenme 1551 roaa wnsaxTa

“Roxolania”. Let us take, for instance, one piece
of his poem: “You ask what is Jew doing in this
main city? Same as does wolf who has gotten
into the full sheep-fold. He is getting whole cities
pledges by means of debts; he is suppressing
them with the tax percentage and eliminating
the poverty. The worm is slowly sharpening tree
and is little by little eating the oak. The moth is
damaging fabric, the rust is damaging iron. So
does Jew-the-sponger is eating private
properties, bringing down the social riches.”
“Even the treasury of city is not safe from his
tactics.” Those opinions were not the only ones
told about this situation. Polish gentry was also
expressing their negative feelings about this
mater during their collective seims. For instance,

)KaJioBanacb Ha TO, 4TO eBpen 3axBaTuam B ceomnduring the seim hold in 1551, gentry was

PYKW KYMNJW HEMasble U 0TKYMa MbITOM U
KOpYOM.

Yem e 06bACHUTL 3TO NpeycrneHne eBpencTaa
B JInToBCKO-PycckoM rocynapcTtee? Ja Temn xe
CaMbIMN UCKOHHbIMW CBOMCTBaMUN €BPENCKOro
njaeMeHn, Koumn n Tenepb obycnasnmneaeTcs
ero npeobnanaHune Ha pbiHKe, Bupxe n B
NPOMBILLJIEHHOCTW, - HEOOLIKHOBEHHOM
NOOBVMXXHOCTbIO Y M3BOPOTAMBOCTLIO, SHEPrUEN
N ymeHmem cobnpaTb KanuTanbl U MNyCKaTb UX B
obopoT. Ty3eMHOEe NMMTOBCKO-PYCCKoe
MELLLAHCTBO HE OT/INYaN0Ch 3TUMN KaYyeCTBaMN.
Mbl BUgEenn, 4To 3Ha4YUTeIbHas YacTb €ro
3aHMManacb TOProBaen He NCKNKYUTENBLHO, a
TOJIbKO B NpuAavy K 3emaegenvio.
HenocTaTo4yHO Cneumnann3npoBanch B
TOProBfe N MHAYCTpPUM 1 BoraTele MeLlaHe
BunbHbl, KoBHa, Monouka, Butebcka n Knesa,
npuobpeTaBLUMe 3eMCKME UMEHUS, UMEBLLNE

complaining to the fact that Jews are holding
large purchases and owning all possible pot-
houses, as well.

How to explain this extreme Jewish success in
the Lithuanian-Russian state? Yes, the ancestral
properties of the Jewish tribe, which resulted in
their success on the market, stock market and in
the industry - their extraordinary agility and
resourcefulness, energy and ability not only to
accumulate substantial sums of capital but also
use it wisely. Native Lithuanian-Russian gentry
didn't have these qualities. We saw that they
traded as part of their farming activities only.
They did not specialize in trade or industry. The
rich burghers of Vilna, Koven, Polock, Vitebsk
and Kiev buying properties along with peasants
and serving in army along with boyars were also
not sufficiently skilled in trading and industry.
Being either farmers or landowners, strongly

KPeCTbsH 1 C/IyXXMBLUNE C HUX BOEHHYI0 CNyxby attached to their residence, Lithuanian-Russian

HapaBHe ¢ 6osipamn. byay4m nubo
3emnegensuamn, nnbo 3emneBnanensLamu,
KPEenkKo NpuBsA3aHHbIE K MECTY CBOEro
XUTENbCTBA, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKNE MELLAHE He
BbipabaTbiBann B cebe Ton NOABMXHOCTU U
NPeAnpPUMMYMBOCTH, KAKMMUN OTANYANNCh
eBpeun, a HaobopoT - OT/INYANNCh BCEMU TEMMU
4yepTaMu, KOTOPbIE CBONCTBEHHbI
3emnefenbyecknM Knaccam, - U3BeCTHON
HEMNOABMXXHOCTbO, KOCHOCTb0. OHU HE NpoYb
Obl1 TOProBaTb Y MPOMBILIATL, HO
HENPeMeHHO AoMa, He OTPbIBasACb OT 3eMJIN, OT
JlOMallHero x03sncTBa, He Tak, Kak eBpeu,

locals did not possess the mobility or enterprise
that the Jews did. Vice versa, they possessed the
characteristics of the agricultural classes:
immobility and rigidity. They were not against
trading and getting benefit from that, but they
wanted to do it at their homes without leaving
their land, unlike the Jews who sought
opportunities in every place where was at least a
little hope for profit. Lithuanian-Russian traders
usually waited for the client or buyer to come to
them while Jews sought and found them. Yet, the
main advantage of Jews over the native petty
bourgeoisie was in their striking ability to gather
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CTpeMMBLUMECS NocneBaThb NoBCOaY, rae bbina
Hagexaa Ha nNpubbliib. JINTOBCKO-PYCCKUE
MeLLLaHe X aanam obblkHOBEHHO K cebe
MoKynaTens U 3aKa34ynka, a eBpPeun UCKaIm un

capital and put it into use, giving loans to those
in need. Using this skill, Jews became favorites
of the ruler as well as ruling aristocracy.

Haxogmnm nx. Ho ocoboe npenmyLLecTBo eBpees Lithuanian-Russian rulers soon learned to value

nepeg Ty3eéMHblIM MELLAHCTBOM COCTOAO B

Jews as tax-farmers(tax collectors?), custom

HeobbIKHOBEHHOM yMeHUU nx cobupaTb kanutanduty collectors (MbiTa?) and tavern operators.

N NycKaTb ero B 060poT, cCyXaTb
HY>XAIOWMNXCS B A€Hbrax. 3TUM CBOUM
YMEHMEM eBpen N CHUCKann cebe
MOKPOBUTENLCTBO KaK Yy rocnofaps, Tak ny
npaBsiLWEen apucToKpaTUn.

JINTOBCKO-PYCCKMI rocnogapb paHO Hay4ynscs
LEeHUTb eBpeeB, KaK OTKYMLWMNKOB KOpYMa 1
MbITa. Y>Ke Y BeJIMKOro KHa3s ButosTa 6binn
Takune OTKYMWMKN U3 eBpees. Korfa Besnkoe
KHAXXeCTBO JINTOBCKOE NpeBpaTusioCh B
OrPOMHOE rocyfapcTBO, a MOANTHNYECKasn 1
NPUABOPHAA XMN3Hb MOLUMNA Ha LUMPOKYIO HOTY,
NIMTOBCKO-PYCCKUIA rocnofapb BblHYXAeH Obin
HepeaKko XUTb B cHeT ByayLimx NoCTyniaeHun,

npuberatb NogobHO YaCTHLIM NNLAM K KpeauTy.

Even the Grand Duke Vytautas, the great ruler of
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, had such tax
collectors in his possession. When the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania become a very large state
and political and court life was on a grand scale,
the Lithuania-Russian ruler was forced to borrow
against future earnings and take a loan like any
other regular person would do. And Jews were
the ones who provided him with such a loan.
Borrowing from them, the ruler repaid using
different sources of income. Frequently, the
rulers [repaid the loans] by lending (“renting”)
taverns and customs houses to the Jews. Native
burghers were not so keen to undertake such
risky ventures. For local taverns, where the
income was known to them, they [the local

STOT KpeauT 1 okasbiBasin eMy eBpen. Banmas y burghers] rented because it did not take them

HUX OeHblr1, BEJIMKUN KHA3b NPefoCcTaBsN UM
BbIOMPaTh 3TV AEHbIM C Pa3HbIX LOXOAHbIX
cTaTen. Yalle BennKMe KHA3bA CAaBav eBpesm
Ha OTKyMa unn “B apeHay”, Kak roBOpuJioCb
TOorfa, MbiTa 1 KOp4Mbl. Ty3eMHble MellaHe
HEOX0THO Bpannch 3a 3TV XJI0NOT/MBbIE U
pUCKOBaHHble npeanpuaTus. Ewe mectHble
KOP4Mbl, JOXOLHOCTb KOTOPbIX UM Bblna
n3BeCTHa, OHM bpanu B apeHay, nbo 3To He
OTpbIBaNO UX OT AOMOB. HO ecnin
npeanonaranoch B3ATb KOPYMY B apeHAy rae-
H1byab Ha CTOPOHe, Ha H0JIbLLOW TOProBow
popore - “rocTuHuLe”, IMTOBCKO-PYCCKUM
MeLlaHWH peako peLanca bpocuTb ons 3Toro
CBOE X0351IMCTBO M BEpPHOE [1es10 MeHATb Ha
HeBepHoe. B TakoM csiy4ae 06bIKHOBEHHO
ABNIANCA eBpen 1 bpan Kopymy B apeHay. Eule
pexe Ty3eMHOoe MeLLaHCTBo bpanoch 3a
XJIONOT/IMBOE U PUCKOBaAHHOE fieno cobupaHms
MbITa, O] KOTOPOro Hago 6bi10 NOKNAATh A0M,
ye3xaTb 3a rpaHuuy, 6anTensHo CMOTPeTh 3a
npoe3XalLWnMn, gep)KaTb CTOPOXKEN U T.4.
EBpen oxoTHO Bpannch 3a BCe 370, He Byayin
NpuBA3aHbl K MECTY CBOEro XUTeNbCTBa, Kak
Ty3eMHble MellaHe. [laxe 1 B Tex ciy4vasx,
KOrfja MecTHble MeLlaHe corjialancb B3ATb Ha
OTKYN TY WK APYryt0 perasuio, espeu

away from their lands. But in situations of
renting taverns somewhere else, on a big trade
[commercial?] road, a so-called “hotel”, the
Lithuanian-Russian tradesmen rarely dared to
leave their local land because he wasn't sure
how successful this kind of endeavor might be.
In such case, a Jew usually came by and rented
the tavern. Even more rare were cases when the
native petty bourgeoisie took on the quite
complicated and risky process of gathering
customs duties because they had to leave their
houses, move abroad and carefully observe the
strangers passing by, keep guards etc. Jews
readily did this because they were not attached
to their place of living as the native bourgeoisies
where. Even when local townspeople agreed on
taking lease for one or another regalia[?], Jews
usually out-bargained that lease by paying a
premium to the price offered by the
townspeople. They were very meticulously
carrying out their commitments to the treasury
because they clearly understood their own
benefits. For this reason, Lithuanian rules always
preferred Jews as innkeepers and tax and
custom collectors. When taking on the lease
income from the treasury, Jews often pre-paid
the income for a quarter, half a year and
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0bbIKHOBEHHO NepebuBanm y HMUX 0TKyN, gaBad something even for few years in advance. Such

HaZbaBKy NPOTUB LLeHbl, NPeaSI0KEHHOW tax collectors became an absolute necessity for
mMewaHamu. CBom oba3aTenbCTBa nepeq kasHoto the Lithuanian-Russian state which was forced to
OHW 0ObIKHOBEHHO BbIMOHAIN TOYHO U live off future incomes due to historical
[06p0oCcoBECTHO, NPaBWJIbHO MOHMMas CBOM circumstances. Of course, while providing the
BbiroAbl. [l03TOMY 1 rocnofapu NMTOBCKME Lithuanian crown with this service, the Jews
npeanoYmTany espes KopuMaps U MbITHUKa never forgot their profit and the treasury had to

BCAKOMY MHOMY. [pMHMMas Ha O0TKyn Ka3eHHble forgo an substantial part of its income in
foxonbl, eBpen 06bIKkHOBEHHO BHOCKMAM BNepen exchange.
4aCTb CyMMbI, 3@ YETBEPTb rofa, 3a Noaroaa,

NHOrAa faX<e 3a HEeCKONbKO NeT. Takue

OTKYMLLNKIN CAENASINCb NONOXUTENbHOW

HeobxoanmMocTbio ans JINToBCcKo-Pycckoro

rocynapcTBa, KOTOPOE B CUY NCTOPUYECKUX
06CTOATENBLCTB BbIHYXAEHO ObISIO XUTb B CHET

bynywmx noxonos. Pazymeetcs, cHabxas

aBaHCOM JINTOBCKMI CKapb, eBpen He 3abbiBaiu

0 CBOMX MPOLIEHTaX M Ka3Ha AoJkHa bblna

NOCTYNaTbCA B UX MNOJb3Y 3HAYNTESIbHON

4aCTbo CBOMX [0XO/0B.
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